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KEITHõS KORNER:  
 
Read Psalm 65 
 

When I was a kid I remember a TV commercial about a bath product called, Calgon.  It 
portrayed a woman who had way too much to do around the house and the catch phrase was, 
ñCalgon, take me away!ò  My friends and I say, ñCalgon, take me away!ò when something 
overwhelming is happening, or someone is driving us crazy, or just to be silly about the 
headaches of life and our vocational responsibilities. At times, consumed with daily tasks, 
work, and responsibilities any of us have moments when we want someone to come and 
ñtake us awayò.  The holiday seasons certainly can bring on this feeling. 
 
We may feel alone at times and that God is far away from us, but our Creator does not leave us in despair.  God is 
relational, God is incarnational, God is generous and God is engaging.  God has not just played in the dirt to form óǕdhǕm 
(humankind)1 and then left us abandoned with unanswered questions.  God offers us answers and the possibility to be 
engaged with God in this life. 
 
As we move toward the Thanksgiving, Advent and the Christmas seasons we have the opportunity to offer to God our 
participation in the covenant (the relationship promise) with our Creator and each other, and, as with any relationship, it 
takes intentional interaction from everyone involved.  God is here, God is alive, God is present, God is with us, God is 
worthy of our attention.  So, instead of running away, instead of dismissing faith and your spiritual community, instead of 
asking ñCalgonò to take you away, how about immersing yourself with the God of creation and Godôs people? 
  
The writer of Psalm 65.5 says: 
 ñBy awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, 
 O God of our salvation; 
 you are the hope of all the ends of the earth 
 and of the farthest seas.ò 
 
O God, empower us throughout the holidays not to let the business of schedules dictate our interaction with you, but rather 
may we call upon your Spirit to ñtake us awayò, and deliver us from such distractions and demands so that we might engage 
with you.  Amen.  
 
See you at the Church House! 
 
Keith M. Haithcock 
Pastor & Teacher 

                                                      
1
 The Hebrew word ǕdhǕm, which the name Adam comes from, occurs well over five hundred times in the Old Testament with the 

meaning ñmanò or ñmankind.ò (The Interpreterôs Dictionary of the Bible É 1962, Abingdon Press) p. 42. 
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Being President  
 

Wow what a year! Being 
President of the Church 
Council at St. John has been 
an always exciting and 
sometimes exhausting 
position. I wanted to share 
with you some thoughts as I 
prepare to become a ñpast 
president.ò  
 

I appreciate the time, talent, and financial contributions 
of our diverse congregation to support our mission in our 
church community and in the larger community. I thank 
you for your care for me as I got off to a slow start as 
President due to family health issues. We are a generous 
people with our love, acceptance and welcoming. I have 
never been in a church that is so welcoming. It is good to 
be in a place where people really work at loving each 
other and stand together to accept and include all; to live 
our faith. 
 

My heartfelt thanks goes to 2011 church council, a 
great team who has worked through issues small and 
great. We donôt always agree but we know how to 
discuss issues with respect and we have learned how to 
work together for positive outcomes. Time and talent 
abounds. As we begin with devotion and end with the 
Lordôs Prayer, commitment and faith fill the room. It has 
been a pleasure to be part of it. 
 

Our clergy, our professional and support staff have 
always stepped up to do more than their fair share as 
they continue to give their best. Our Pastor is not only a 
teacher, pastor and leader but also a compassionate 
person who does his best to serve and be faithful to our 
journey and his. I so appreciate our scholar in residence 
and her approach to enriching worship and study.  
 

I am thankful for all the good work our committees do. 
Their work and their commitment to our mission is a living 
testament that ñGod is still speaking.ò Then there are the 
behind the scenes folks who quietly do work for the 
church and remain mostly unseen, find out who they are 
if you donôt know. We couldnôt do it without them.   
 

Seeing the Dream Team develop has been a blessing. 
They are talking with folks in the community about what 
we do and who we are and looking forward for us. I am 
looking forward to their progress report at our November 
13th Annual Meeting immediately following worship (be 
there or be square!) 

And now the forbidden subject - Money! Please keep 
reading -- for at least 13 years we have tapped our 

investment fund to balance the budget and this year it 
took a really big hit with the $$ approved to be used to 
get us under dry roof again. It is frustrating to realize once 
again that our income is less than our outgoing and that 
means our budget is lopsided. Our choices are to cut 
what we do or raise additional funds. The only additional 
resource that we have is the investment fund. We still 
have painting and plaster repair, and a truck full of other 
projects to look forward to, Iôm sure you know this.  
 

If we are to remain a viable congregation moving our 
mission forward, that includes supporting the daily 
operation of our church. We are good at supporting 
special projects and funds. Who knew we could afford a 
parking lot and make our main floor accessible! That was 
accomplished because of your faith, generosity, and 
commitment to our mission. We will be looking to new 
approaches that involve creating community events to 
help raise funds in 2012. Stay tuned to the annual 
meeting on November 13th right after church and see 
whatôs up.  I hope you will be energized to participate.  
 

I know times are tough but hope we can all find it in 
our hearts to contribute at least a greater percentage of 
our resources than last year. Some folks in our 
congregation give more than their fair share, some give 
10%, and some give nothing. If you give nothing, please 
give something. If we could all contribute at least 10% 
that would balance our budget! The council is working 
hard to hold the line on expenses and you will see the 
result in the budget that will be presented for 2012.  
Giving so that what we believe in can abound is a work of 
faith.  
 

I am pleased that we are under solid roof again but am 
conflicted over the time and dollars it took to make it so. 
We need a solid accessible church building to do our 
work and doing it out of an old historic building is 
expensive. It is a great building and a wonderful place to 
be. Letôs figure out together how we can continue to 
make it viable and see our physical space as an asset.  
 

I have learned and grown in my faith this year from 
being President, from the meetings (there have been a 
few), conversations (always welcome), phone calls 
(mostly welcome) and conferences (SONKA and Synod). 
I plan to be around for a long time to come with you all 
and continue to contribute what I can. By the way, did I 
mention that our annual meeting will be on November 
13th right after worship? All are welcome and we need 
and want you to be there, we are on the journey together, 
letôs make it a memorable one.    
 Sandy Kerlin 
 Church Council President 



Pastor Keithõs 
Sabbatical  
 

As many of you will 
have heard by now, 
Pastor Keith Haithcock 
will be going on 
sabbatical leave 
January 1st through March 31st, 2012. As such, the 
Pastoral Relations Committee (PRC) anticipated that 
there might be concerns as to what this means. Itôs a 
topic that we, as a committee, have come to understand 
and hope to assist the congregation in preparing for this 
sabbatical time.   
 

As a starting point, we reviewed guidelines for sabbatical 
leave per the United Church of Christ Ohio Conference. It 
reads as follows: 
 

SABBATICAL LEAVE ð Sabbatical leave for clergy 
for the purpose of spiritual and/or intellectual 
enrichment is possible after five years of full time 
service within current ministry setting. One month is 
earned after five years, or two months after six years, 
or to a maximum of three months after seven years.  

 

Personally, as a member of the PRC, my main focus in 
understanding the implications of a sabbatical was the 
ñspiritual and/or intellectual enrichmentò statement. Pastor 
Keith has shared with the PRC his need to spiritually 
ñrechargeò by seeking enrichment opportunities. As 
someone I care about, I wish sincerely for him to 
recharge as a means of his self improvement.  
 

To reassure, we will not be losing our Pastor indefinitely. 
He will be coming back after three months, hopefully 
recharged with experience and knowledge that will enrich 
us as a congregation.  
 

In the coming months plans will be made to address the 
details involved for worship, program and leadership 
while Pastor Keith is ñrechargingò. There will be guest 
clergy, our own lay speakers, and services that will call 
on more involvement from the congregation. I look 
forward to growing through these three months of new 
experiences as a congregation. It is my hope that as 
Pastor Keith ñrechargesò, we as a congregation will also 
be enriched. 
 
 Alan Imberg 
 Member of the Pastoral Relations Committee (PRC) 
 
 

UNIFIED BUDGET INCOME JULY THRU SEPTEMBER: 
JULY   
Tithes and Offering toward Budget   $13,171.73 
Other Income to Designated Funds  $6,600.00 
AUGUST 
Tithes and Offering toward Budget   $11,099.35  
Other Income to Designated Funds   $7,232.00 
SEPTEMBER  
Tithes and Offering toward Budget   $8,961.96 
 Other Income to Designated Funds  $3,410.85 
 
(Our budgeted need per week is $3,382.37) 
 
Income Notes 
Included in above totals (July ï September): 
Kroger card fundraiser (applied toward budget) 
  $769.09 
Memorial fund contributions   $1,160.00 
Roof and Related Repairs   $14,119.50 
Music/Choir Fundraiser  $1,800.00 
HIV Ministry donation  $20.00 
Pastors Discretionary Fund donations  $118.35 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SUNDAY ATTENDANCE NUMBERS  
July 2011    
3rd 65 
10th  56 
17th  56 
24th   49 
31st 71 
July Average: 59                
   
August 2011 
7th   58 
14th    62 
21st    76 
28th   69 
August Average:  67 
 
September  2011 
4th  60    
11th  unknown 
18th   unknown 
25th  66 
September 2011:  63 



The 7 Habits of 
Highly INEFFECTIVE Churches 

by Anthony B. Robinson 
 

1. Elevate mediocrity to a spiritual discipline. 
Figure out where average falls and aim below there. 
Doing things with excellence, joy and flair may make 
someone uncomfortable. God doesnôt really expect 
much, anyhow 

2. Take no risks. 
A successful practice of risk avoidance is often best 
achieved by sending any and all new ideas to a 
minimum of four Boards or Committees who 
understand that it is their role to say ñNoò to new ideas. 
This process may need to be reinforced by remarks 
noting how a particular idea might make the church 
liable, cost money or ruffle feathers. 

3. Practice the following evangelism strategy: 
ñIf they want us, they know where to find us.ò  Assume 
that everyone does know where you are and what you 
are. It can also be helpful if your building looks like a 
medieval fortress. If you donôt have that going for you, 
encourage your ushers and greeters to look like palace 
guards as they perform their role. 

4. Blame early and often. 
Maintaining dysfunction in a congregation is made 
easier if scapegoats are regularly identified. In some 
congregations, ministers make wonderful scapegoats. 
You may also blame ñnewcomers,ò or ñpeople who 
donôt understand how we do things in this church.ò If all 
else fails, blame the Conference, the denomination, or 
Satan. 

5. Always be prepared to make an account of the 
excuses that are within you. 
Have an all-purpose excuse like, ñIôve just been so 
busyò (elaborate at great length just how busy you are, 
implying that no one else is busy). Occasionally try out 
a creative new excuse, like, ñOur dog ate the printer-ink 
cartridge and required an emergency appendectomy. 
He is now very busy, too.ò 

6. Make it clear to all that the job of the Pastor(s) 
and staff is to keep everyone, meaning church 
members, happy. 
Think of your church as ñThe Love Boat,ò and the 
Pastor as the cruise director and activity planner. The 
job of clergy and staff members is to keep everyone on 
board happy. If someone is unhappy, itôs a sure sign 
your Pastor is not doing the job. 

 
7.  Spend as little money as possible. 

Even though you may enjoy spending money on 
personal things like a car or a cruise, you can 

demonstrate your commitment to modesty and a 
simple life-style at church. The very best programs 
cost nothing. And why would your church building 
need any renovations? If it was good enough for your 
grandparents then itôll be good enough for your 
grandchildren. 

 

The 7 Habits of 
Highly EFFECTIVE Churches 

by Anthony B. Robinson 
 

1. Strive for excellence in service to Christ. 
Effective churches are churches where people enjoy 
what theyôre doing and do it well. Give God your best 
whether in the care of church grounds, the soup you 
prepare for the homeless shelter dinner, or the hymns 
and anthems you sing in worship. 

2. Cultivate a spirit of innovation and  
experimentation. 
Make the ñSeven Last Words of the Church,ò i.e. 
ñWeôve never done it that way before,ò a distant 
memory. Be open to new ideas that advance your 
mission.  Free people to develop and try new ministries. 
Just remember, if youôre not failing at something, youôre 
probably not trying anything. 

3. Take the initiative to build relationships with  
people and groups in the wider community beyond 
your congregation. 
Refuse to be isolated. Take to the streets, the coffee 
shops, library and parks of your community. Be curious 
about whatôs going on. Get involved in community 
events. Meet people. Introduce yourself as a member 
of the church. Invite people to ñcome and see.ò 

4. Accept responsibility for mistakes, learn from 
them, and in all things, let grace abound. 
Christians arenôt perfect; they are forgiven.  So making 
mistakes is not the worst thing that can happen. 
Besides we often learn the most from our failures. In 
the end, and in the beginning, it is about Godôs grace, 
not our achievements. Cut others some slack. While 
youôre at it, cut yourself some, too. 

5. òAlways be prepared to give an account of the  
hope that is within you.ó (I Peter 3:15) 

Look for where the love, energy and life are flowing and 
focus on that. And recognize excuses for what they are: 
a sign of insufficient commitment. Be people of hope, 
trusting in God to find a way even when we canôt. 

6. Be willing to let people go in order to stay focused  
on your core mission. 
It is more important for your church to be clear and 
steady about its core mission than it is to make 
everyone happy. Some people may be better off in 



another congregation. When folks are unhappy, 
connect, talk and pray. If things remain stuck, let them 
go with your blessing, giving priority to your mission. 

 

7. Splash it on! 
A hospice nurse told the story of bringing an elderly 
woman home for the final days of her life. Noticing a 
large bottle of perfume on the womanôs dresser, the 
nurse asked, ñWould you like me to dab a bit of that 
behind your ears?ò ñHoney,ò said the woman to the 
nurse, ñWhy donôt you just splash it on!ò God loves 
cheerful givers. So spend money wisely, well and freely 
in Godôs cause. 

 

God is still speaking, 
Produced by The Writersô Group,  
United Church of Christ, 2009. 

 
RECENT GIFTS TO THE MEMORIAL FUND 

 
In Memory of: 

Otto Artopoeus  From: Eleanor Able, Lorraine 
Arthur, Rita Auteri, Theo 
Baldwin & Dale Sexton, 
Carroll Berringer, Dale Clark, 
Diane Cottingham, Mary 
Gearding, Thelma Gelbach, 
Pat & Charles Giglia, Sandy 
Guckiean, Betty Hoecker, 
Sandy Kerlin, William Carr 
Lantz, Gloria Lauder, Kathy & 
Bud Leftin, Tom & Ruth 
McDonough, Julie OôHara, 
Roland Peaslack, Debbie 
Reker, Esther Ries, Dalton 
Smith, Ronald Sperry, Ed & 
Carol Stitt, Ed Ulsas, Tom & 
Marlene Vossmeyer, Ken & 
Tammy Weidinger, Larry & 
Betty Weidinger, Wes Wright, 
Linda Zimmerman 

Patrick Cottingham From:  Pat & Charles Giglia 
Mary Dougherty From:   Melissa Artopoeus, 

Rita Auteri, Debbie Reker 
Helen DuPuy  From: Pat & Charles Giglia 
Ruby Tackett  From:  Melissa Artopoeus, 

Dale Clark, Esther Ries, Ed & 
Carol Stitt, Ed Ulsas, Tom & 
Marlene Vossmeyer, Co-
Workers of Will Tackett 

 

You may offer a gift to the Memorial Fund in memory of 
a loved one and designate it to one of four memorial 

accounts: Discretionary (used at the discretion of the 
Church Council), Stained glass Window 
(repairs/restoration), Organ (repairs/restoration) or 
Accessibility (repairs/additions).  Make your gift payable 
to St. John United Church of Christ and note Memorial 
Fund and which account on your check. 

 
 

Mission: 1 
 
11.1.11 - 11.11.11 
 

That they may all be 1 
 

ONE UNITED CHURCH on a shared mission for 11 
powerful days to feed the hungry and confront food-
related injustice 
 

ucc.org/mission 1 
 
November 1 -11, 2011 
 

ª In 11 days, the United Church of Christ will collect 

more than 1 MILLION ITEMS OF HEALTHY FOOD 
and other household items for local food banks and 
outreach services. 

 

ª In 11 days, the United Church of Christ will make an 

extra-special push to gather online contributions of 
more than $111,111 FOR NEIGHBORS IN NEED, 
offerings that will be shared for hunger-action purposes 
with agencies of justice and compassion through the 
United States. 

 
ª In 11 days, the United Church of Christ will offer more 

than 11,111 LETTERS TO CONGRESS asking our 
government to reform U.S. foreign assistance in a way 
that more effectively benefits hungry and poor people 
worldwide, helping to provide a major final push to 
Bread for the Worldôs 2011 ñOffering of Lettersò 
campaign. 

 

Get ready.  Your Justice, Peace & Mission Ministry (JPM) 
is organizing now for this special effort of our 
denomination.  Come join this endeavor and offer your 
ministry and service with JPM Ministry at St. John and 
help accomplish this national-church goal.  Contact 
Alleyne Kess at 513. 271.0383 or akess5@cinci.rr.com.  
More information coming your way soon. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ñI can do all things through Christ who strengthens 
me.ò -Philippians 4.13  
 

Bring your 2012 Time, Talent and Treasure 
Commitment Card on Thanksgiving/Stewardship 
Sunday, November 20th. 
 

Help Needed: Hands & Hearts Meals 
The final two community meals for 
2011 will be held on Sunday, 
November 27th and Sunday, 
December 25th  (YES, Christmas 
day) from noon-1:00 p.m.  Our 
community guests depend on this meal, and we are 
committed to holding it as scheduled.  We would like 
volunteers to prepare the meal and clean up after it is 
completed.  We are especially in need of volunteers on 
December 25th as several meal leaders will be out of 
town.  The sandwiches are easy to prepare, and 
instructions/orientation can be provided.  A sign-up 
sheet will be on the Welcome Table, or contact Theo 
Baldwin for more information: EG@StJohnChurch.net 
or 859-581-0493.  Thank you for your prayers and 
assistance! 

 

Advent Services at St. John 
The season of Advent begins on 
Sunday, November 27th and 
proceeds for four Sundays 
through December 18th.  During 
Sunday worship at 10:30 a.m. 
each week the Chancel Choir and soloist will present 
special music and families of the Church will lead us in 
the lighting of the Advent candles in expectation of one 
of the most holy days on the Christian calendar ï 
Christmas. 

 
The Advent sermon themes will be: 
November 27th ï Restore Us, O God: Hope 

Psalm 80.1-7, 17-19 
December 4th ï Restore Us, O God: Peace 

Psalm 85.1-2, 8-13 
December 11th ï Restore Us, O God: Joy 

Psalm 126 
December 18th ï Restore Us, O God: Love 

Psalm 89.1-4, 19-26 
A special musical presentation! 

 
 

World AIDS Day  
Prayer Service 
St. John United Church 
of Christ (520 Fairfield 
Avenue, Bellevue, KY) 
invites you to the annual 

World AIDS Day Prayer Service on Thursday, 
December 1st at 7:30 p.m.  This year's service will be 
filled with art song selections from the AIDS Quilt Song 
Book, hymns of faith and hope, poetry and prayers and 
liturgies from around the world.  A reception will follow 
in the Fellowship Hall. 
Free Anonymous HIV Testing will be offered by the 
St. John Free HIV Testing Program supported by the 
Northern Kentucky Health Department at the Church 
from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Please use the accessible 
entrance off the parking lot. 

 

Alternative Christmas Fair/Carol Singing 
On the evening of Friday, December 2nd, from 7:00-
9:00 p.m. and on Sunday, December 4th after the 
church service, the Justice Peace and Mission Ministry 
will hold its annual Alternative Christmas Fair.  In 
conjunction with the Fair on December 2nd the 
Evangelism and Growth Ministry will host a Christmas 
Carol Sing for the community in the sanctuary.  Drop in 
anytime for this fun and informal sing-a-long.  Contact 
Theo Baldwin for more information: 
EG@StJohnChurch.net or 859-581-0493. 
 

This event will give you a chance to do early and 
thoughtful Christmas shopping for those you love, while 
benefiting different organizations which help others.  
We will have items you can buy such as tealabras, 
crocheted goods, Christmas cards of our church, and 
we will have display tables like last year, to help local 
and global missions.   Santa will be greeting the 
children and there will be hot cocoa to enjoy. Hope to 
see you there! 

OFFICIAL CALL  
TO THE 2011 ANNUAL MEETING 

 

The Annual Congregational meeting will be  
Sunday, November 13th  at 11:30 a.m. (following worship). 

All members of St. John United Church of Christ  

are urged to attend. 

mailto:EG@StJohnChurch.net
mailto:EG@StJohnChurch.net


Caroling for the Homebound- December 11th  
 

Help spread Christmas cheer to our 
homebound members!  On 

Sunday, December 11th  join the 
merry band of carolers in the 
church lounge just after the 

service.  A quick meal will be 
provided, then groups will depart for homebound 
residences.  We will carpool as needed ï transportation 
can be provided for all.  A sign-up sheet for carolers will 
be on the Welcome Table.  Also, each home visited will 
receive a tin of cookies.  If you can donate empty 
cookie tins or 2-3 dozen cookies, please drop off these 
items in the church kitchen by 9:00 am on Sunday, 
December 11th.  Contact Theo Baldwin for more 
information: EG@StJohnChurch.net or 859-581-0493. 

 
Christmas Eve 

On Saturday, December 24th at 9:00 p.m. we will 
celebrate a traditional Christmas Eve worship service.  
This 75 minute service will be filled with carols, candles, 
Holy Communion, song and story; a perfect event to 
share with your family, friends and neighbors.  A sign 
language interpreter and staff nursery provided.   

 

Christmas Day on Sunday! 
On Sunday, December 25th at 10:30 a.m. we will 
celebrate Christmas Day together as a Church Family.  
Make this special day part of your familyôs tradition this 
year.  Kids Konnection and Youth and Adult Bible Study 
will be postponed this day and all ages will gather for 
family worship filled with carols and songs of the 
season and a Christmas Reflection from Pastor Keith.  
Following worship we will put our hands together and 
serve our community a free Christmas Day meal.  What 
better way to honor Christôs birthday than through 
helping others.   

 

CASUAL DRESS IS ALWAYS WELCOME. 
COME TO WORSHIP THIS HOLIDAY SEASON! 

 
2012 Music on the Avenue Recital Series  
 

Warm up this winter with music in 
the church house. The 13th annual 
Music on the Avenue Recital Series 
will be held on five Friday evenings 
at 8 pm: February 3, 10, 17, 24, and 
March 2. The Recital Series planning 
committee is hard at work finalizing 

this yearôs performers. Expect the same high-quality 
and entertaining line-up as in previous years. More 
information will be available soon!  
 

An opening night art show and reception will be held 
after the February 3rd concert (approx. 9:30 pm). If you 
know of anyone interested in displaying art, please 
contact Steve Phillips (see below).  
 

Music on the Avenue is fully supported by donations, 
and we would truly appreciate your support. Checks 
can be written to St. John United Church of Christ, 
with Recital Series in the memo line. For more 
information, contact Steve Phillips: 859-261-2066 or 
MOTA@StJohnChurch.net. 

 

 
 
 
Justice, Peace and Missioné 

of St. John United Church of Christ is participating in all 
three aspects of Mission 1 which takes place 
specifically from 11.1.11 ï 11.11.11.  The aspects are 
to give monetarily for the Neighbors in Need offering, 
give food to the poor, and sign and send letters to 
senators and representatives regarding our countryôs 
policies toward poverty-stricken people around the 
world.  As we participate, so that ñwe all may be 1ò, 
there will be a joyful offering on November 13, bringing 
a symbolic portion of what we have collected to the 
Altar in gratitude for our ability to share.  God has been 

 
Attention World War II Veterans! 

Have you seen your memorial in Washington, D.C.? 
 
We fly veterans to Washington on a one day, all-
expense paid trip. All you have to do is apply. 
 
It is our honor to take you on this trip of a lifetime! 
Fill out an application at our website: 

www.honorflighttristate.org 
 

No Internet? 
Call Jim and Char McCarthy at 
513-779-4782 for information. 

 

mailto:EG@StJohnChurch.net
mailto:MOTA@StJohnChurch.net
http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.honorflighttristate.org


so generous with us, surely we can be a blessing , in 
even a small way, to the poor near and far. 

 

Equal Exchange Coffee 
The Justice, Peace and Mission Ministry is continuing Equal 
Exchange coffee, for the time being, for sale, though the 
prices have gone up.  Supporting farmers with a fair price for 
their coffee is a commitment this ministry has made, and 
hope you will join us in this effort. 

 

MEDICINE BOTTLE PROGRAM 
We collect empty/used medicine for 
Matthew 25 Ministries, a Cincinnati 
group that collects and ships 
humanitarian supplies for our 
neighbors in some of the poorest countries in the world; 
places where a medicine bottle is a luxury.  Local 
churches and established service groups distribute the 
supplies.  Check out this organization at 
www.m25m.org.  Remove the labels from your empty 
medicine bottles and place them in the designated box 
in the rear of the Sanctuary.  Please do not leave these 
in any other location. 

 -Justice, Peace & Mission Ministry 

 
 

RECYCLE 
Staples Office Supply has an ink and toner recycling 
program.  For each cartridge we can receive $2.00 
toward office supplies.  If you have empty ink or toner 
cartridges please bring them to church and put them in 
the box on the Welcome Table. 

 
 
FRESH FREE-RANGE EGGS!  
 

If you would like farm FRESH eggs ($2 
per dozen) from John Hamilton, please 
call and talk with Fred Meadows at 

859.512.5901 to place your order the 
week before you want them.   The money 

raised will go toward the Pastorôs Discretionary fund.  
They are really good, and gathered that morning.  

 
 

JPM COLLECTING EYEGLASSES  
The Justice, Peace and Mission Ministry is collecting 
used eyeglasses for Luxottica's Global Clinics, run in 
conjunction with Lions Club International to help our 
neighbors in need of eyeglasses.  Place them in the 
designated box in the rear of the Sanctuary Contact 

Dale Sexton Dale@StJohnChurch.net for more 
information or if you have any questions. 
 

KROGER NEIGHBORHOOD REWARD PROGRAM 
 

To date, St. John has received 
$1,345.17 from Kroger resulting from 
the use of the Neighborhood Reward 
Program cards.  If you donôt have a 
card yet, they are available on the fourth 
Sunday of each month already loaded with $5.00 to get 
started from the Church after worship on the 4th Sunday 
of the month. Add more money to the card at Kroger 
and go shopping.  Reload more money as needed at 
Kroger and go shopping again and again.  Each time 
you reload your card 4% will be donated to the Church.  
The card is connected to all Kroger stores and you can 
continue to use your Kroger Plus Shopperôs Card for 
fuel points.    
 

 

  

 
 

 November      1 Jeff Lowe 
       8 Mallory Fausz 
   22 Caroll Berringer 
   24 Gil Fauber 
   28 Ed Ulsas 
 December     3 Tony Vaughn 
    6 Jennifer Loerich 
  8 Lisa Carr  
  9 Sandy Kerlin 
  12 Esther Ries 
  14 Jim Fausz  
  15 Melissa Artopoeus 
  19 Stephanie Dalsfoist 
  20 Richard Robbins 
  29 Darlene Morrison 
 January 1 Pat Giglia 
  2 Marlene Vossmeyer 
  4 Sandy Ruck 
   James Myers 
  13 Charles Giglia 
  15 Marc Bruin 
  11 Tom Vossmeyer 
  29 Joe Cox 
 

If you are a member and your birthday or anniversary  

isnôt listed please contact Office@StJohnChurch.net  

http://www.kroger.com/
mailto:Dale@StJohnChurch.net
mailto:Office@StJohnChurch.net


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER 2011         
 1 6:30 pm Dream Team ï Bruce Murrayôs home 
 2  7:32 am  Morning Prayer ï Sanctuary 
 5:30 pm 2011 Confirmation Program  
  Illumination Youth Group 
  ï St. Johnôs Newport 
 4  10:00 am  Worship Arts Ministry ï Rm 101 
 5 8:00 am SONKA Fall Gathering ï St. Johnôs Newport 
 6 Sunday 
  8:50 am Choir Rehearsal ï Rm 100   
  9:00 am  Youth & Adult Bible Study ï Rm 102 
 10:00 am  Krib Kids ï Rm 103 
 10:30 am Worship with Sign Interpretation &  

   Holy Communion ï Sanctuary 
 12:00 pm Lunch Bunch ï Buckhead Grill 
 7 6:00 pm Nurturing Parenting Program ï Rms 102,  
  103, 202, 203 and LL100 
 8 6:15 pm Chancel Ministry ï Rm 102 
   6:30 pm Church Council ï Rm 102 
 9   7:32 am Morning Prayer ï Sanctuary 
 5:30 pm 2011 Confirmation Program  
  Illumination Youth Group 
  ï St. Johnôs Newport 
10 10:30 am Grief Group ï St. Johnôs Newport 
 6:30 pm Youth Advisory Board ï St. Paul Alexandria 
13 Sunday 
 8:50 am Choir Rehearsal ï Rm 100  
  9:00 am  Youth & Adult Bible Study ï Rm 102 
 10:00 am Krib Kids ï Rm 103 
 10:30 am Kids Konnection ï Rm 202 
 10:30 am Worship ï Sanctuary 
 11:30 am Annual Congregational Meeting ï Rm 100 
14 6:00 pm Nurturing Parenting Program ï Rms 102,  
  103, 202, 203 and LL100 
16 7:32 am Morning Prayer ï Sanctuary 
 5:30 pm 2011 Confirmation Program  
  Illumination Youth Group 
  ï St. Johnôs Newport 
17 11:00 am RVCC Lay & Clergy Leadership ï TBA 
 6:30 pm Justice, Peace & Mission Ministry ï Rm 102 
18 8:00 pm Illumination RVCC Youth Group  

  Rock-a-Thon ï St. Johnôs Newport  
20 Sunday  
  2012 Commitment Cards Due 
   8:50 am Choir Rehearsal ï Rm 100  
 9:00 am Youth & Adult Bible Study ï Rm 102 
 10:00 am Krib Kids ï Rm 103 
 10:30 am Kids Konnection ï Rm 202 
 10:30 am Worship ï Sanctuary 
 11:30 am Chancel Ministry- Rm 102 
   1:00 pm HIV testing ï Rms 102 & 103 
21 6:00 pm Nurturing Parenting Program ï Rms 102,  
  103, 202, 203 and LL100 
22 5:30 pm Chancel Ministry Holiday Decorating  
  (All are Welcome to Help) ï Rm 102 
 7:30 pm  Evangelism & Growth Ministry ï Rm 102 
23 7:32 am Morning Prayer ï Sanctuary 
 5:30 pm 2011 Confirmation Program  
  Illumination Youth Group 
  ï St. Johnôs Newport 
24  Thanksgiving Day 
27 Sunday 
   8:50 am Choir Rehearsal ï Rm 100  
 10:00 am Krib Kids ï Rm 103 
 10:30 am Kids Konnection ï Rm 202 
 10:30 am Worship ï Sanctuary 
 12:00 pm Hands & Hearts Meal ï LL100 
28 6:00 pm Nurturing Parenting Program ï Rms 102,  
  103, 202, 203 and LL100 
30 7:32 am Morning Prayer ï Sanctuary 
 5:30 pm 2011 Confirmation Program  
  Illumination Youth Group 
  ï St. Johnôs Newport 
 5:30 pm LGBT Alliance Ministry ï Downtown Cinti.  
  Public Libraryïconference rm 2nd or 3rd floor 

 

 

DECEMBER 2011      
 2 10:00 am Worship Arts Ministry ï Rm 101 
 7:00 pm Alternative Christmas Fair & Carol Singing 
 4  Sunday 
 8:50 am Choir Rehearsal ï Rm 100 
   9:00 am NO Youth & Adult Bible Study  
 10:00 am Krib Kids ï Rm 103 
 10:30 am Worship with Sign Interpretation 

  & Holy Communion ï Sanctuary 
 11:30 am Advent Potluck & Alternative Christmas Fair  
  ï LL 100 & Room 102 
 5  6:00 pm Nurturing Parenting Program ï Rms 102,  
  103, 202, 203 and LL100 
 7 7:32 am Morning Prayer ï Sanctuary 
 5:30 pm 2011 Confirmation Program  
  Illumination Youth Group 
  ï St. Johnôs Newport 

 
 

November       1 Tom & Marlene Vossmeyer 
December    9  Doreen Johnson 
 18 Bonnie Wilson 
January    1 Ken Rose 
 21 Crystal Dickinson &  
   Raniele Jago 
 

 
 



 8 10:30 am Grief Group ï St. Johnôs Newport 
 6:30 pm Youth Advisory Board ï St. Paul Alexandria 
11 Sunday 
  8:50 am Choir Rehearsal ï Rm 100  
 9:00 am Youth & Adult Bible Study ï Rm 102 
 10:00 am Krib Kids ï Rm 103 
 10:30 am Kids Konnection ï Rm 202 
 10:30 am Worship  ï Sanctuary 
 11:45 am Caroling for Homebound  
12   6:00 pm Nurturing Parenting Program ï Rms 102,  
  103, 202, 203 & LL100 
13 5:50 pm Pastoral Relations ï Rm 101 
   6:30 pm Church Council ï Rm 102 
14 7:32 am Morning Prayer ï Sanctuary 
 5:30 pm 2011 Confirmation Program  
  Illumination Youth Group 
  ï St. Johnôs Newport 
15 11:00 am RVCC Lay & Clergy Leadership ï TBA 
 6:30 pm Justice, Peace & Mission Ministry ï Rm 102 
17 10:00 am Chancel Ministry Christmas Decorating 
  (All are Welcome to Help)  ï Rm 102 
18 Sunday 
 8:50 am Choir Rehearsal ï Rm 100 
 9:00 am Youth & Adult Bible Study ï Rm 102 
 10:00 am Krib Kids ï Rm 103 
 10:30 am Kids Konnection ï Rm 202 
 10:30 am Worship  ï Sanctuary 
 11:30 am Chancel Ministry ï Rm 102 
 1:00 pm HIV testing ï Rms 102 & 103 
21 7:32 am Morning Prayer ï Sanctuary 
 5:30 pm 2011 Confirmation Program  
  Illumination Youth Group 
  ï St. Johnôs Newport 
24 9:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship 
25  Sunday 
 8:50 am Choir Rehearsal ï Rm 100 
 9:00 am NO Youth & Adult Bible Study  
 10:00 am Krib Kids ï Rm 103 
 10:30 am NO Kids Konnection  
 10:30 am Worship ï Sanctuary 
 12:00 pm Hands & Hearts Meal ï LL100 
28 7:32 am Morning Prayer ï Sanctuary 
31 7:00 pm Game Desserts & New Yearôs recognition 
 
 

 

JANUARY 2012    
 1 Sunday Pastor Keith begins Sabbatical 
 8:50 am Choir Rehearsal ï Rm 100 
 9:00 am Youth & Adult Bible Study ï Rm 102 
 10:00 am Krib Kids ï Rm 103 
 10:30 am Worship with Sign Interpretation, Holy  

  Communion & Neighbors in Need Offering  ï 
  Sanctuary 

 12:00 pm Lunch Bunch ï Buckhead Grill 
 4 7:32 am Morning Prayer ï Sanctuary 
 5:30 pm 2011 Confirmation Program  
  Illumination Youth Group 
  ï St. Johnôs Newport 
 6 10:00 am Worship Arts Ministry ï Rm 101 
 7 10:00 am Chancel Ministry ï Rm 102 
 8 Sunday 
 8:50 am Choir Rehearsal ï Rm 100 
 9:00 am Youth & Adult Bible Study ï Rm 102 
 10:00 am Krib Kids ï Rm 103 
 10:30 am Kids Konnection ï Rm 202 
 10:30 am RVCC Youth Cluster in Worship  ï  
  Sanctuary 
10 6:30 pm Church Council ï Rm 102 
11 7:32 am Morning Prayer ï Sanctuary 
 5:30 pm 2011 Confirmation Program  
  Illumination Youth Group 
  ï St. Johnôs Newport 
12 10:30 am Grief Group ï St. Johnôs Newport 
 6:30 pm Youth Advisory Board ï St. Paul Alexandria 
16 Sunday 
 8:50 am Choir Rehearsal ï Rm 100 
 9:00 am Youth & Adult Bible Study ï Rm 102 
 10:00 am Krib Kids ï Rm 103 
 10:30 am Kids Konnection ï Rm 202 
 10:30 am Worship  ï Sanctuary 
 1:00 pm HIV testing ï Rms 102 & 103 
18 7:32 am Morning Prayer ï Sanctuary 
 5:30 pm 2011 Confirmation Program  
  Illumination Youth Group 
  ï St. Johnôs Newport 
19 11:00 am RVCC Lay & Clergy Leadership ï TBA 
 6:30 pm Justice, Peace & Mission Ministry ï Rm 102 
22  Sunday 
 8:50 am Choir Rehearsal ï Rm 100 
 9:00 am Youth & Adult Bible Study ï Rm 102  
 10:00 am Krib Kids ï Rm 103 
 10:30 am Kids Konnection ï Rm 202 
 10:30 am Worship ï Sanctuary 
 12:00 pm Hands & Hearts Meal ï LL100  
24 7:30 pm Evangelism & Growth Ministry ï Rm 102 
25 7:32 am Morning Prayer ï Sanctuary 
 5:30 pm 2011 Confirmation Program  
  Illumination Youth Group 
  ï St. Johnôs Newport 
29  Sunday 
 8:50 am Choir Rehearsal ï Rm 100 
 9:00 am Youth & Adult Bible Study ï Rm 102 
 10:00 am Krib Kids ï Rm 103 
 10:30 am Worshipï Sanctuary 
 



Still Speaking Daily Devotional 
(Sign up to receive a UCC Daily Devotional directly to your email by going to www.ucc.org/daily-devotionaly.) 

 
Followership 
 
Matthew 9:9  
"As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said to him, 'Follow me.' And he 
got up and followed him." 
 

Reflection by Anthony B. Robinson 
If you experienced a college orientation this fall there's a pretty good chance that the college or university touted itself for 
being in the business of "educating tomorrow's leaders." It's difficult, however, to imagine a school that would announce we 
"educate tomorrowôs followers." 
 
Leadership is all the rage. What about the other side of the coin? What about followership?  
 
Unitarian minister Paul Beedle describes "followership" as, "The discipline of supporting leaders and helping them lead well. 
It is not submission, but the wise and good care of leaders, done out of a sense of gratitude for their willingness to take on 
the responsibilities of leadership, and a sense of hope and faith in their abilities and potential." 
 
For Christians, followership shouldn't be a foreign concept. The initial words of Jesus to his disciples were, "Follow me." If 
our ultimate followership is of Jesus, then one penultimate expression of Christian discipleship is good followership in 
relation to the leaders we call and elect. 
 
Beedle is right. Good followership is not submission or blind loyalty. It is thoughtful and responsive. And it is also, as he 
says, a "discipline." Being a good follower asks something of us. 
 
Often these days, we put such emphasis on leadership that when we get the "leader" we imagine our work is done. Then 
we're surprised when yet another leader fails to be "the one." Effective leadership involves a partnership of leaders and 
followers. It involves followers who appreciate the importance and challenge of leadership. It involves followers who are 
willing to manage their expectations and not insist on their own way. 
 
Just as leadership is something we grow into and grow at, so it is with followership. Jesus' followers, the disciples, weren't 
always all that good at it. But they kept at it and before long it was their turn to be leaders.  
 
Prayer 
 
We thank you, God, for those who have accepted the task and challenge of leadership in our church. Teach us to be good, 
wise and mature followers to your glory. Amen. 

 

About the Author 
Anthony B. Robinson, a United Church of Christ minister, is a speaker, teacher and writer. His newest 
book is Stewardship for Vital Congregations, published by The Pilgrim Press. Read his weekly reflections 
on the current lectionary texts at www.anthonybrobinson.com/ by clicking on Weekly Reading.  

 

 

http://www.ucc.org/daily-devotionaly
https://secure3.convio.net/ucc/site/Ecommerce/484723680?VIEW_PRODUCT=true&product_id=38741&store_id=1401
http://www.anthonybrobinson.com/
http://www.anthonybrobinson.com/reading.htm
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